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Peasantry and Simultaneous Development of Agriculture and Industry

Yoshihiro Yamazaki

Abstract

In modern Japan, agricultural scholars and economist made discussion on the future of
Japanese agriculture. Agriculturists insisted on making agriculture the basis of economic
development while industrialists said that agriculture should disappear in the development of
modern manufactures. Hajime Kawakami, a young economist, criticized both of them and
held the thought of simultaneous development of agriculture and industry.

Modern Japan kept the huge amount of small peasants in the local area. Agriculturist tried
to protect the interest of landlord by keeping the situation as it was. Industrialists tried to
change the peasants into industrial workers. Kawakami, who was affected by Kunio Yanagida,
insisted on raising the income of small peasants by utilizing industrial unions.

It is true that in modern UK, agriculture was consisted of landlord, agriculture capitalists
and agriculture workers. However, data show us that it kept considerable amount of middle
and small farmers. From the view point of population, there were huge number of small
peasants. Malthus, also, watched the problem of small peasants when he thought of poverty
in local areas.

Malthus was anxious with general overproduction. He expected vigorous consumption
of landlord. This paper makes it clear that Malthus thought of increasing effectual demand by
redistributing lands to small peasants. The thought of simultaneous development of

agriculture and industry was based on the peasantry problem both in Malthus and Kawakami.

JEL classifications: B120, N530, N550.

Keywords: Hajime Kawakami, simultaneous development agriculture and industry, peasantry

problem, Malthus, effectual demand.
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