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Mitsusuru Tohyama and Ikki Kita: a Comparison of their Ikkunbanmin-ron

Theories

Yoshihiro Yamazaki

Abstract

This paper makes a comparison between Mitsuru Tohyama, a political activist, and Tkki
Kita, a thinker, from the viewpoint of ikkunbanmin theory, Both lived since Meiji era to Showa
era in Japan.

Toyama told his ikkunbanmin theory explaining the thought of Shoh-in Yoshida. Kita
insisted a ikkunbanmin-ron type socialism following the thought of Shuhsui Kohtoku.

When a social confusion was caused after a criticism against the emperor-organ theory in
the parliament, Okada cabinet tried to calm down the situation starting a movement called
clarification of the fundamental character of the nation.

Okada, however, failed to root out young officers’ trial of national reconstruction and
February 26 incident happened. After the incident, Okada cabinet retreated and Hirota, who

was close to Tohyama, formed a new cabinet.

JEL classifications: B190, B290, N950.

Keywords: ikkunbanmin-thory, Shoh-in Yoshida, Taisuke Itagaki, fundamental character of

the nation, socialism.
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