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The Structure of Sohseki Natsume’s Novel “Kusamakura”

Yoshihiro Yamazaki

Abstract

The novel “Kusamakura” is one of the most important works in the early stage of Sohseki
Natsume. Sohseki had experiences of living in Kumamoto and Matsuyama as an English
teacher. The novel was written based on the memory of his visit to Oama Village, Kumamoto
Prefecture.

Sohselo’s mind kept the two axes of center and periphery because he was born and raised
in Tokyo and worked in the local areas. He also studied in the UK to suffer from a mental
disease. His soul was sensitive to the comparison between Japan and the West. As the
contemporary Japanese people shared the same mentality as Sohseki, his works became very
popular.

This paper makes clear the structure of “Kusamakura” through statistical analysis of text.
The novel has the structure that the protagonist who lives in the world of subjectivity and
understanding liberalizes himself into the world of objectivity and perception by the
experience of communicating with local people and the lady.

In addition to that, the novel has a big value as a historical record in that it describes the
contemporary situation of landlords in Kumamoto who used to be main activists of Liberty

and Civil Right Movement.

JEL classifications: B190, C510, N950.

Keywords: Sohseki Natsume, Statistical Analysis of Text, Novel, Meiji Era, Liberty and Civil
Right Movement.
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