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The Code of “The Three-Cornered World”

Yoshihiro Yamazaki

Abstract

“The Three-Cornered World” is one of the novels which Soseki Natsume wrote. The
novel includes so many poems like Haiku short poems, Chinese-style poems and English
poems. Readers may be confused with these poems when they are not accustomed to making
and understanding poems.

The painter, who is the main character of the novel, makes or remembers these poems.
This shows that he is an educated person. The explanation, however, is not a sufficient reason
for the author’s commitment to the poetry. This paper proposes an assumption that the poems
are the code through which the readers can know the hidden subject of the novel.

The decoding of the poems shows us that the novel has the same structure as the myth
of Izanagi and Izanami in Kojiki, a record of Japanese ancient matters. The fact that the novel’s
heroine Nami is [zanami is express by the perfect match of the names’ pronunciation and
Chinese characters. The image of Ophelia on the surface of water, which repeatedly appears
in the novel, reminds of Hiruko, who is a child abandoned by Izanami.

The main story of the novel is that the painter who impersonates Hiruko wants Nami as
his mother Izanami. Nami’s ex-husband plays the role of Izanagi. The two reenact the scenes

of marriage and divorce of the god and the goddess in the novel.

JEL classifications: A200, B190, N950.

Keywords: code, Izanami, Hiruko, underworld, Ophelia.
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We look before and after

And pine for what is not
Our sincerest laughter

With some pain is fraught;

Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought!.
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Sadder than is the moon’s lost light,

Lost ere the kindling of dawn,
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To travellers journeying on,

The shutting of the fair face from my sight.

Might I look on thee in death,
With bliss I would yield my breath.
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